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Pashitch saw the Montenegrin and Greek Ministers, The
former assured him emphatically that Montenegro would
inarch side by side with Serbia. But the Greek Minister
was uncertain what attitude his Government would take;
M. Venizelos, the Premier, was absent from Athens, but
telephoned from Munich to Berlin next morning that if
Bulgaria took advantage of an Austro-Serbian conflict to
attack Serbia, Greece would oppose such Bulgarian inter-
ference.23 Far more important, however, was the attitude
which the Triple Entente Powers would take.
Unfortunately for Serbia, it happened that these three
Great Powers were not represented at Belgrade at this mo-
ment by regular Ministers. Hartwig, the energetic Russian
Minister and strong champion of Serbia, had dropped dead
a few days previously when talking with Giesl, and his suc-
cessor had not arrived. No British Minister was on the
spot, though Mr. des Graz was on his way from London to
Belgrade. The French Minister was suffering from a ner-
vous breakdown and was invisible; his successor, M. Boppe,
was only just arriving from Constantinople and was un-
acquainted with his new post. So the Charges d'Affaires
of the Entente Powers could do little for Serbia except
report home the news of Austria's unacceptable demands,
and await instructions. These were slow in coming, so
slow, in fact, that they were probably too late to have had
any decisive influence on Serbia's decision.
Sazonov talked with the Serbian Minister on Friday
evening about 7 o'clock, and is said to have "advised ex-
treme moderation in respect to the Serbian reply."24 But
no such advice appears in the Serbian Minister's account of
this conversation. On the contrary, as he was leaving
Sazonov, he met the German Ambassador, and told him "he
23 Giesl to Berchtold, July 24; A.R.B., II, 3, 4; Russian Charge
d'Affaires in Berlin to Sazonov, July 25; Kramyi Arkhiv, I, p. 166.
24 Schilling's Diary, p. 31-